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AP Language 

Summer Assignment 

Extended Nonfiction Assignment 

 

Overview: 

The AP Language summer assignment is due the first day of the school year. Please read all of the 

directions carefully and develop your responses completely. 

 

In our busy, “plugged-in” world, we often have time only to entertain small bits of information. It’s very 

important, therefore, to take time during the summer to slow down; to immerse ourselves in a subject; to 

consider its intricacies and relationships to other subjects, to ourselves, and to the human condition. 

 

This summer, pick a full-length extended nonfiction book to read.  You may choose any Pulitzer Prize 

general nonfiction winner or finalist from 1980 – 2016.  As you read the book, keep a Double Entry 

Journal (DEJ) to increase your understanding of the content as well as improve your experience with it. 

 

Directions for the journal: 

1. Keep your DEJ in spiral-bound notebook specifically designated for AP Language (we will use it 

throughout the year for journal writing). Do NOT type your journal entries; they must be hand 

written. 

 

2. On the first page of the journal, write your name, the title and author of the text, and the number 

of pages in the text. (Check the starting and ending page numbers – don’t include endnotes in 

your total.) 

 

3. Divide each page into two with a vertical line down the center.  

  

4. On the left side, copy down a short quote from the original text (minimum of one per every 10 

pages of the text). Look specifically for passages that: 

a. are particularly compelling 

b. use vocabulary you don’t understand in context 

c. relate to something in your own life 

d. relate to something else in the text 

e. relate to something going on in the world today 

 

5. In the right column, write a response to the quote.  The responses should be at least a ½ page 

long; so push yourself to have a ‘discussion’ about the quote. (No more than two entries per 

page.)The manner in which you respond will vary depending on the nature of each quote. Below 

are some options for responses; don’t rely on any one type of response:  

a. Explain why it was compelling 

b. Describe how it relates to your own life, to something else in the text, or something going 

on in the world. 

c. Analyze how the passage relates to something else in the text; consider looking not just at 

meaning, but also at the author’s style 

d. Compare or contrast the passage to current events 

 

 

A word of advice: 

Please start on this assignment early in June. Junior year will be challenging enough without having to 

complete the summer assignment during the first week of school. 

 

 


